
It’s been a great year 
at the Walter Elwood 
Museum and there 
have been so many 
exciting changes since 
the Museum’s last 
newsletter! Our move 
into Guy Park Manor 
along the majestic 
banks of the Mohawk 

River at Lock 11 is complete and all of our 
displays are open to the public. 

We owe our gratitude to NYS Department 
of Parks and Recreation for entrusting us with 
the use of this historic building. And we are 
thankful to have the continued support of the 
New York State Canal Corporation in helping 
us maintain our grounds. Please take some time 
to come and see our beautiful exhibit rooms 
which include the Children’s Toy Room, the 
Military Room, the research library, the Victorian 
Parlor, the Amsterdam Industrial Room, the 
award-winning Walter Elwood DISCOVERY 
room, and the always popular Natural History 
“Animal” room. Native American Indian arti-
facts are showcased in our second floor foyer 
featuring the Max Reid Collection, and the art-
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work of Amsterdam artists is displayed in our 
first floor foyer showcasing Mary Van Der Veer, 
John Harvey and many more. Our charming 
gift shop is filled with collectibles and offers 
many books by local authors including Robert 
Going, Stephen Haven, Louis Hildebrandt, 
Robert von Hasseln and Gerald R. Snyder. 

Clearly the arts, culture and museums have 
been playing a positive role in bringing New 
York out of this economic quagmire as proven 
by the significant increase in tourism at New 
York State museums by 62.5% over the past 
two years despite statewide funding cuts.  
Come take a tour and see what the Walter 
Elwood Museum has to offer. Become a new 
member, renew your current membership, 
make a donation or sponsor an event. We rely 
on your support to keep our doors open year 
round. YOUR donations will provide educa-
tional programming to children and adults and 
bring our community together to preserve the 
collections which we are so fortunate to have. 
As we kick off our 2011 membership drive, 
I invite you to join us in moving the Walter 
Elwood Museum into the future. Thank you for 
your continued support! 

— Ann M. Peconie, Executive Director

A Letter from the Executive Director

It is an exhilarating time to be a part of the 
Museum, and as we kick off our 2011 Mem-
bership Drive, I invite you all to join me and 
become a part of preserving our local history. 
The move to our new site at Guy Park Manor 
is complete and all of our exhibit rooms are 
open for public viewing. The building looks 
great and the number of artifacts on display 
has significantly increased. We extend our sin-
cere gratitude to Dr. Govind Rao for his recent 
contributions to the Museum to fund our Sum-
mer Camp programming for children, as well 
as the addition of new signage and classroom 

A Note from the Board President
makeover. I would like to thank our members 
for supporting us through our relocation and 
renewing their memberships during these 
difficult economic times. Your support is even 
more vital now that we are completely inde-
pendent from the Amsterdam School District 
and no longer receive funding from the City of 
Amsterdam. Look for new and exciting fund-
raising events in the coming months like our 
Silpada jewelry sale at Raindancer Restaurant 
in November. Please visit the museum and see 
all of the hard work our staff and volunteers 
have done to make Guy Park Manor our home.

— Susan Wollman, President
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Around Town…

Visit the Museum’s off-site display located 
in the kiosk outside the Cranesville Block 
offices on the lower level of the Riverfront 
Center.  The display is changed seasonally 
and showcases many of the Museum’s 
unique artifacts.

The Museum has created an “Amsterdam 
Industries – Past & Present” exhibit in 
the display case located outside the City 
Clerk’s office in City Hall.
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This year, the Museum held the 29th Annual 
Ice Cream Social, which in 2010, became 
known as Summer Fest. On a hot summer July 
evening, over 1,200 people filled the lawn sur-
rounding Guy Park Manor. Guests were treated 
to an evening of family fun and entertainment, 
including delicious food and baked treats, 
carnival games, bounce rides, music and 
wares from a wide variety of vendors. Over 60 
classic cars and hot rods were on display in the 
car show, and 10 lucky car owners took home 
trophies for their prized vehicles. International 
award-winning photographer, Chaman S. 
Rathore, was the evening’s special guest, with 
several of his photos on display throughout 
the Museum. Many thanks to Stewarts Shops, 
DJ Mike Sylvia, Miller Printing, Mohawk Dairy, 
Sievert’s Sports, Adirondack Septic, Am-
sterdam Police, GAVAC, Joan Krohn, Frank 
Yarasezski, Harry Piurek, Mark Perfetti and all of 
our bakers and volunteers.

Special Thanks to Our 
Summer Fest Sponsors
St. Mary’s Hospital
GIANT Solutions LLC
GRENO Industries

Betz, Rossi & Bellinger Family Funeral Home
Peter C. Betz
Dr. William Bresonis
Damiano’s Flowers
First Niagara Bank
KCS Abstract Corp.
Power and Composite Technologies LLC 
Quandt’s Foodservice Distributors, Inc.
Congressman Paul Tonko
Animal Health Center of Amsterdam
Beckmann Converting
Benchemark Printing
Chiropractic Care & Sports Rehab Center
Prime Expectations/Charlie’s Restaurant
Larry & Carol Spagnola

Summer Fest 2010

Car enthusiasts from the region participated in the Museum’s annual car show at Summer Fest.

Art Iannuzzi of Amsterdam views one of the photos taken by Chaman S. Rathore. Debbie Auspelmyer and her children Brooke and Nicholas view artifacts on 
display in the newly opened Museum.

Photos by Mark Perfetti

Frank Yarasezski (right) congratulates Bill Shull 
for taking home the trophy for his 1949 Ford Club 
coupe.

Trophy Sponsors
Adirondack Towing/67 Super Stop

Advantage Collision Center

Future Wrecker Sales Inc.

JR’s Auto Service

Performance Auto

Peterson’s Garage

Putnam Enterprises, General Contracting

Vern’s Auto Body & Sales






